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+ ADVERTISEMENT. | 


Tus Prints that form the following Volume were never before collected all together. The Engraver bas now col- 
lected them, more -to.shew the Improvement of the Art in this Country, since the Period of their Publication, than from any Idea of their 
own Merits. He is very sensible, that be began to learn the Art of Engraving too late in Life, to arrive at great Perfection, being within 
a few Months of Twenty-one Tears of Age, when be put himself Apprentice to the Art, and that too, to a Master * who had bimself 
never arisen to any great Degree of Perfection. Indeed, at that Period (about fifty Years ago) there were no Engravers of any Emi- 
nence in this Country. . 1 | 


To the Lovers of tbe Fine Arts, this Volume may be an Object of some Curiosity, as it was from the Profits of these Prints, 
that the Engraver of them was first enabled to hold out encouragement to young Artists in this Line, and thereby, be flatters bim- 
Self, has somewhat contributed to bring the Art of Engraving to that wonderful State of Perfection in England, which at present gives 
its Artists so decided a Superiority over all the rest of Europe. Few men have bad the Happiness of seeing, in a single Lifetime, such a 
Revolution ; and the Publisher of this Volume will always be proud, i,, in the future History of the Art, bis very extensive Undertakings 
shall be thought ta have contributed to it, When the Smallness of this Work is compared with these subsequent Undertakings, he bopes 
it will impress all young Artists with the Truth of what'he bas always held out to them, that Industry, Patience, and Perseverance, 
united to Talents, are certain to surmount all Difficulties—and- that a generous Public will never fail to reward Merit. It is the Trutb 
of this that bas induced bim, at a late. Period of Life, to embark in an Undertaking, + which bas for its Object, to do that for Painting, 
which has been so happily effected for Engraving. It would be too flattering for him to expect to live to see Painting brought to that 
Perfection in England, that be has seen Engraving—but he thinks the present Undertaking, great and magnificent beyond that of any 
former Example in Europe, will infallibly lay the Foundation of it—especially as he has the Consolation to know, that his younger Coad- 
Jutors possess that Spirit of Perseverance, so essentially necessary in the conducting of great Works to a bappy Conclusion. 


As the Engraver of this Collection may never again have Occasion to address the Public, be cannot omit this Opportunity of re- 
turning bis most sincere Thanks to the Lovers and Promoters of the Fine Arts. He confesses, as an Englisbman, it bas been the first 
Pride of his Heart, to see his Country sbine in Arts, as well as it bas done in Arms. Tf be durst flatter himself that be bas been, but 
in the smallest Degree, instrumental in bringing about so desirable an End—he must ever declare, that it was entirely owi to th 
liberal Encouragement given by a generous Public to his poor Endeavours. 


Cbeapside, Sept. 1790. 


* Mr. Toms. - + The Shakspeare Gallery. 
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